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Course Description 

Basic introduction to humanities. Focuses on central concepts, historical development and 
fundamental nature of philosophy, architecture, music, religion and art. Concepts from such 
disciplines integrated with contemporary American culture. 
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Prerequisite: N/A 

Required Texts: 

Gloria K Fiero, Landmarks in Humanities, 4th Edition, (McGraw-Hill, 2017). 

ISBN 9781307563955 

This is the Valencia College edition. If you use a different edition, pages numbers will be incongruous with the 
outline. You are responsible for making the necessary adjustments. 

 
 
Technology Requirements: 

 Access to Canvas provided by Valencia/UCF 
 Internet connectivity 
 Software to complete assignments – Canvas works best with Microsoft Office 

Products like Word or Excel and you have access to Microsoft 365 with your 
Valencia login. 

 Devices such as phones and laptops may be used for some class assignments – 
Please be respectful and only use them for coursework 

 
Course Student Learning Outcomes 

 Articulate connections between humanities and life 
 Interpret a work of art, literature, philosophy, or religion 
 Show sensitivity toward different cultural perspectives 

 
Valencia General Education Student Learning Outcomes 

 CULTURAL & HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING: Demonstrate understanding 
of the diverse traditions of the world, and an individual's place in it. 

 ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITY: Demonstrate awareness of personal responsibility 
in one's civic, social, and academic life. 

 CRITICAL THINKING: Effectively analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and apply 
information and ideas from diverse sources and disciplines. 

 
 

Course Policies 
Deadliness 
Course work is due on the date indicated on this syllabus and on Canvas. It is essential that 
you keep up with the course pacing and a percentage will be taken off for each day the 
assignment is late. You should be prepared to participate in an online class and understand 
that you are required to have the technology needed. As such, technological problems are no 
excuse for tardiness. Obviously, if severe personal circumstances interfere with your 
completing your work on schedule, you can discuss those circumstances with me and we can 
negotiate options.  
 
Completion of Work 
Work is complete when it contains all the required elements (for example, if I ask you to turn 
in a bibliography with your essay, it is incomplete if you do not include one). Incomplete 
work will lose points.  
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“No Show” Status 
Class participation is required beginning with the first-class meeting per Valencia guidelines. 
For a Mixed-Mode class this means that you must participate in an “academic activity” 
during the first week of the course. For this course you must, at a minimum, attend the 
introductory meeting and complete the online components in Canvas to be considered 
actively participating in the course. Students who are not actively participating in a class 
and/or do not submit the first assignment by the scheduled due date must be withdrawn by the 
instructor at the end of the first week as a "no show". If you are withdrawn as a “no show,” 
you will be financially responsible for the class and a final grade of “WN” will appear on 
your transcript for the course. 
 
 

 COVID Policies 
Throughout the COVID pandemic, Valencia College has been primarily focused on the 
health and well-being of its students and faculty and staff. This continues to be our priority as 
we return to more face-to-face classes, and college policy continues to be guided by science 
and the guidelines issued by the CDC and our partners at Orlando Health. I urge all students 
who are able to do so to get vaccinated and encourage friends and family to do so as well. 
 
Social distancing guidelines will continue to be followed at Valencia College. In the 
classroom this means that a distance of 6 feet should be maintained at all times. I will try to 
have in-person contact hours that follow the current guidelines but contact hours will be 
available virtually. Canvas Messenger is the best way to contact me outside of class and 
contact hours. 
   
Should you become ill with COVID, please inform me and your professors and coworkers 
both for your safety, the safety of our Valencia community. I will do what I can to assist you 
in completing successfully our coursework. Please inform our COVID liaison Tanya Mahan 
(COVIDillness@valenciacollege.edu) as well, so she can support you in this process. We are 
in this together! For more information, please consult:  
https://valenciacollege.edu/about/coronavirus/.  
 
 

Valencia College Policies 
Academic Honesty 
Each student is required to follow Valencia policy regarding academic honesty.  All work 
submitted by students is expected to be the result of the student’s individual thoughts, 
research, and self-expression unless the assignment specifically states, “group project.”  Any 
act of academic dishonesty will be handled in accordance with Valencia policy as set forth in 
the Student Handbook and Catalog. 
 
VCC Expected student conduct: 10-03 Student Code of Conduct 
Specific Authority: 1006.60, FS. 
Law Implemented: 1006.60, FS. 
 
Valencia College is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and learning, and to the 
development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia, a student 
assumes the responsibility for knowing and abiding by the rules of appropriate behavior as 
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articulated in the Student Code of Conduct. The primary responsibility for managing the 
classroom environment rests with the faculty. Faculty may direct students who engage in 
inappropriate behavior that results in disruption of a class to leave the class.  Such students 
may be subject to other disciplinary action which may include a warning, withdrawal from 
class, probation, suspension, or expulsion from the college.  Please read the Student Code of 
Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.  
Here is the link to Valencia’s Student Code of Conduct website: 
http://www.valenciacollege.edu/policies/policydetail2.cfm?PolicyCatID=10&PolicyID=3   
 
Exams and homework are considered individual effort; any submissions that are too similar 
for coincidence will receive no credit.  
Students may collaborate in group assignments. Collaboration should be used to edit or to 
clarify doubts.  If anyone is involved in incidents of cheating a zero will be given. Each 
student is expected to be in complete compliance with the college policy on Academic 
Honesty as set forth in the admissions catalog and the student handbook. Any student(s) 
cheating on an exam will receive a zero on the exam. This cannot be replaced with the final 
score and the professor at his/her discretion can withdraw you from the class. 
 
Plagiarism is using someone else's words, ideas, pictures or other original content 
without acknowledgment. 
Students often think that it is not a big deal to 

 cut and paste a few sentences from a web site, 
 use a picture found freely available on a web site in a paper, 
 or paraphrase someone's else idea without acknowledging the source of the words, 

picture or idea. 
But all of these uses are plagiarism, and plagiarism can have severe consequences. 
At Valencia (and most colleges in the United States) plagiarism is considered academic 
dishonesty. 
 
HB233 Statement 
Students may record video or audio of class lectures for their own personal educational use. 
A class lecture is defined as a planned presentation by a college faculty member or instructor, 
during a scheduled class, delivered for the purpose of transmitting knowledge or information 
that is reasonably related to the pedagogical objective of the course in which the student is 
enrolled. Recording class activities other than class lectures, including but not limited to class 
discussions, student presentations, labs, academic exercises involving student participation, 
and private conversations, is prohibited. Recordings may not include the image or voice of 
other students in the class, may not be used as a substitute for class participation and class 
attendance, and may not be published or shared without the written consent of the faculty 
member. Failure to adhere to these requirements may constitute a violation of the College’s 
Student Code of Conduct.   
 

Valencia Student Resources 
 
Office of Students with Disabilities 
Students who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for 
Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably 
during the first week of class.  The Office for Students with Disabilities (West-SSB 102) 
determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.   



 5

The goal at the OSD is to open doors, remove barriers and assist you in any way the can. The 
key to success is matching your needs to the services provided. Please contact this office to 
discuss your individual needs.  
 
The link to Valencia’s OSD website: http://www.valenciacollege.edu/osd  
 

Distance Tutoring & Technology Support at UCF/Valencia Downtown: You can easily access 
Valencia’s free distance tutoring and tech support from a computer, laptop or mobile device. 
 

Learning Support and the Writing Center are located in Doctor Phillips Academic Commons 
(DPAC)  room 330 (in the bridge between the east and west buildings. 

 
Learning Support Statement 

Learning Support Services provides students with academic support through distance 
tutoring, face to face tutoring at the campuses, writing consultations, library services, and 
resources. Tutoring is offered in most academic disciplines including math, science, foreign 
languages, English for academic purposes (EAP), computer programming and writing 
assistance for any course.  Assistance with library research can be accessed online through 
Atlas or the tutoring LibGuide.  For more information on how to access tutoring and library 
research assistance, please visit the college-wide Learning Support Services LibGuide 
at: www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring  

 
Brainfuse is our new 24/7 online tutoring and learning hub, which is available to all of Valencia’s 

students.  This service is best used as a back-up to Valencia’s Distance Tutoring service, not 
as a replacement.  Brainfuse is accessible through Canvas or by 
visiting www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring  

 
Distance tutoring services are provided fully online via Zoom.   Through this service, you will 

receive real-time assistance via a Valencia tutor.  Online tutoring is offered in: mathematics, 
sciences, accounting & economics, computer programming, EAP and foreign languages, and 
writing. 

 
Online Learning Technology Support services are also available. Students can receive assistance 

with navigating: Canvas, OneDrive, Zoom, YouTube, and Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, & 
PowerPoint).  Support is also provided for video editing (via iMovie and MovieMaker) and 
converting documents from a Mac to PC.  Tech support is available live (on-demand) via 
Zoom, by appointment, or via email.   Students are encouraged to use the 24/7 Canvas Help 
located inside Canvas by clicking on the “Help” icon. 

 
To get started using the Distance Tutoring and Learning Technology Support services, please 

visit www.valenciacollege.edu/tutoring.  Through this site, you can view the schedule of 
tutors/tech support assistants, find available times, learn more about the services, and access 
a collection of supplemental resources that are available 24/7. 

 
Hours of Operation: 

Monday-Friday: 8 am – 10 pm 
Saturday & Sunday: 9 am – 7 pm 
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Bookstore 
The Downtown Campus bookstore is usually entirely online: https://ucf-
vc.bncollege.com/shop/ucf-valencia/home. This Fall, we will also have a temporary pop-up 
store: http://thegrove.valenciacollege.edu/bookstore-to-pop-up-at-downtown-campus-for-
start-of-fall-term/ 
 
Testing Center-DTC 
For this course, it is scheduled that all assignments and exams will be conducted either in 

class meetings or online. However, in case of emergency, such as Canvas being down, 
the testing center might be utilized if necessary. If this is the case you will be notified by 
the instructor. 

The TESTING CENTER-DTC is located in the Union West Building    
Please note!!! 
No tests are given out the last hour before closing—for example, if the Center closes at 9 

p.m., the last test is given out at 8 p.m. Tests will be collected 5 minutes prior to closing. 
 
Fall and Spring Terms: 
Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
 
Summer Full Term, Session A, and Session B 
Regular Hours except for Fridays:  Fridays: 8:00 am- 12:00 Noon 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING 
Your Valencia Photo I.D. is REQUIRED for all tests! 
Valencia Photo IDs are taken in the Student Development offices on each campus (West   

Campus office is on the 1st floor of Building 3). The Valencia photo I.D. also has your VID 
number on it. 

 
The name of the course you are taking and your instructor’s name. 

 
All supplies you will need to take the test. If your test requires bluebooks or green scantron 

sheets, purchase them in the bookstore. The Testing Center does not provide notebook 
paper, pens or pencils. Dictionaries and calculators may be borrowed. 

 
WHAT YOU DO NOT BRING 
1. Beepers, cell phones, personal tape or CD players, palm pilots, laptop computers. 
2. Food or beverages. You will not be allowed to take these to your seat. 
3. Children are not permitted in the Testing Center – The Testing Center does not provide 

sitting services during your test. 
 
 
IMPORTANT VALENCIA WEBSITE LINKS: 

 College Calendar:  http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/   
 College Catalog:  http://valenciacollege.edu/catalog/  
 Valencia Policy and Procedures:  http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/ 
 FERPA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/ferpa/ 
 ADA:  http://valenciacollege.edu/osd/handbook/sec4.htm  
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 Medical Records:  
http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policy/ValenciaCollegePolicy.cfm?policyID=1
86 

 
Student Feedback on Instruction (SFI) survey 

       Students http://tiny.cc/CoursEval_Student  
       Faculty http://tiny.cc/CoursEval_Faculty  
       Frequently Asked Questions http://tiny.cc/SFI_FAQs  

 
 
 
 
Important Dates 
Term Classes 

Begin 
Withdrawal 
Deadline 

Classes 
End 

Final 
Exam 

Grades 
Due 

Grades 
Reported 

Full term 1/9 11/3 4/30 4/26 5/1 5/2 
Graduation Application Deadline: January 20, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment 
 
Traditional Course: This format of course is primarily conducted in-person, though 
some assignments may be submitted via Canvas. A traditional format will still require 
outside reading and some completion of assignments outside of the class meeting times. 
For each unit in this course you can expect to complete a variety of assignments that may 
include online discussions, quizzes, reading and response, videos, and short essays. Each 
assignment will be available through Canvas and will be due on the date and time stated on 
Canvas, late assignments will receive a 5-percentage point reduction for every day that they 
are late. The Canvas grade book will automatically deduct this. Some assignments may 
require some preplanning on your part so it is imperative that you keep up with the course 
and do no wait until the last minute to read the assignment directions. Most assignments are 
due by the end of the assigned week but some assignments, such as the discussions, will be 
due earlier in the week. College holidays and other days that the campus are closed may 
affect the scheduling so please be sure to use the calendar feature on Canvas. 
 
Attendance/Participation (40%) 
I expect you to be present for all classes. We will be covering a large amount of material and 
the class will be deprived of your input to the discussion. The attendance grade will be 
maintained via the Canvas gradebook. An absence will result in loss of credit for that day 
while a tardy will result in a 20% reduction. Canvas grades attendance as a percentage of the 
number of classes held to that point. If you miss one of the first two classes, it will show as 
50%. If you attend the next eight sessions, you will have 90%. If it is absolutely necessary, 
that you miss a class you should contact me as soon as possible. You will still be responsible 
for reading the texts. 
If you must miss a class or activity or are late it will impact your grade. Some in class 
activities may require submissions via Canvas or other in-class technology. Classroom and 
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activity attendance and punctuality is vital to academic success.  Excused absences will be 
allowed in accordance with Valencia’s official policies. 
 
Participation in class involves a number of variables, including but not limited to: 
 
• Your willingness to participate actively in all class activities. 
• Your completion of all assignments. 
• Your cooperation during group and pair work. 
• Your respect and attitude toward the class and your peers. 
• Your daily preparation for each class. 
• Your instructor may assign written homework that will be submitted and graded; these 
assignments form part of your participation grade 
 
Participation does not mean interrupting the class, leaving the room and coming back, and/or 
just asking questions. 
 
Quizzes (20%) 
For each chapter from the textbook there will be a formative quiz that will be conducted through 
Canvas. You will be able to take these quizzes multiple times before the due date and they are 
designed to aid your reading and to serve as review for the exams. 
 
Exams (20%) 
You will have three exams (100 points each), each covering a different period in the course. These 
will consist of matching, fill-in-the blank, and multiple-choice questions along with some short 
response and will cover all the material that is discussed either in Canvas or during the readings. 
These are timed exams that must be completed in one sitting. Respondus Lockdown Browser will be 
utilized for online exams. 
 
Landmarks Project (20%) 
Throughout the course we will discussing various “landmarks” that represent important developments 
in the human experience. For this assignment you will be expected to identify and present ten 
“landmarks” that you think are the most important to human culture or have had the most impact upon 
your life. Full details and directions for submission are available through Canvas. For each unit you 
will need to submit landmarks through Canvas for discussion, these may form the basis for your 
project. 
 
Responsibility 
Students are responsible for preparing for the course by reading pre-assigned readings, 
completing assignments and ensuring that they have the required internet connectivity and 
software to access Canvas and complete the assignments.  
 
The best way to contact your instructor is through the message function in Canvas, this will 
both send me an IM as well as an email. If you are unable to reach me via Canvas it is 
possible to leave me a message at the Humanities Department office extension which is 
x5730. Messages should consist of your name, your class and class time, and a brief message. 
Questions such as “What did we cover in class?” will not result in a response. Due to the 
problem of “phone tag”, student phone calls will normally not be returned. Emails with 
specific questions will be answered as soon as possible, usually within 24 hours (during 
weekdays). Students who need more than a brief response should arrange a meeting with the 
instructor. 
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Disclaimer: 
 

Changes may be made at the discretion of the instructor. 
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PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Dates 
 
Topic 

Week 1 The Ancient World  
M 1/9 Introduction - Prehistory 
W 1/11 Ch 1. First Civilizations [pp. 1-29]  
    
Week 2 The Ancient World  
M 1/16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day [College Closed] 
W 1/18 Ch 1. First Civilizations [pp. 1-29]  
  
Week 3 The Ancient World   
M 1/23 Ch. 2 – The Greek Legacy [pp. 33-66]   
W 1/25 Ch. 2 – The Greek Legacy [pp. 33-66]   
    
Week 4 The Ancient World  
M 1/30 Ch. 3 – The Power and Glory of Rome [pp. 70-87]   
W 2/1 Ch. 3 – The Power and Glory of Rome [pp. 70-87]   
   
Week 5 The Ancient World   
M 2/6  Ch 4. The Flowering of World Religions [pp. 95-122]   
W 2/8  Ch 4. The Flowering of World Religions [pp. 95-122]   
  
Week 6 The Ancient World   
M 2/13 Test #1 – The Ancient World 
W 2/15 Ch. 5 – The Rise of the West [pp. 125-148]   
  
Week 7 The Medieval World   
M 2/20 Ch. 6 – Europe in the Age of Faith [pp. 150-171]   
W 2/20 Ch. 6 – Europe in the Age of Faith [pp. 150-171]   
  
Week 8 The Medieval World  
M 2/27 Ch. 7 – The Age of the Renaissance [pp. 177-222]   
W 3/1  Ch. 7 – The Age of the Renaissance [pp. 177-222]   
  
  
Week 9 The Medieval World  
M 3/6 Ch 8. – The Reformation [pp. 222-265]  
W 3/8 Ch 8. – The Reformation [pp. 222-265]  
  
Week 10  
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M 3/13 Spring Break [No Classes] 
W 3/15 Spring Break [No Classes] 
    
Week 11 The Medieval World  
M 3/20 Ch 9. – Contact and the Clash of Cultures   
W 3/22 Test #2 – the Medieval World  
  
Week 12 The Modern World  

M 3/27 Ch. 10 – Piety and Extravagance [pp. 263-294]   
W 3/29 Ch. 11 – Science and the New Learning [pp. 297-326]   
  
Week 13 The Modern World   
M 4/3 Ch. 11 – Science and the New Learning [pp. 297-326]   
W 4/5 Chs. 12 & 13– Romanticism and Materialism [pp. 329-387]   
  
Week 14 The Modern World 
M 4/10 Chs. 12 & 13– Romanticism and Materialism [pp. 329-387]   
W 4/12 Ch. 14 – The Assault on Tradition [pp. 390-420]   
  
Week 15   The Modern World  
M 4/17 Ch 15 – The Contemporary World [pp. 421-464]   
W 4/19 Landmarks Project 
  
  
 Final Exam Period 
W 4/26 Test #3 – The Modern World  
 7:00 am – 9:30 am 

 
 


